MID-EUROPE UNION
A BAR TO GERMANS

Representative Fess Advocates a Con-
federation of New Nations on the
" Pattern of the United States

By CONGRESSMAN

\ HE proposal of Senator Lodge
l that Danzig be made & Polish
port has wide significance. It
looks to the security of a Polish
Government erected upon & racial as well
as an ethnologlcal foundation, with an
outlet to the commercial world that will
not be contingent upon the option of a
former Hohenzollern Government to
which it had been subject.

There is yet a larger meaning to this
step, which is but one of many that
must be taken to insure against dan-
ger. Our country quite naturally hopes
for complete autonomy as soverelgn na-
tions of the varlous peoples so long
held subject to the Central Powers.

The real Poland erected upon these
bases would be & Government of not less
than 30,000,000 people. It would be well
equipped for local self-government, first,
generally speaking, by a law-abiding
population, highly {ntelligent and
learned In the fundamentals of law and
order; given the freedom of develop-
ment unrestricted by oppression and re-
pressive measures it would become onhe
of the pfosperous nations of PFurope.

lts close proximity to Prussia, and es-

pecially the juxteposition of Kdnigsburg,
the real birthplace of thoee notorious
elements known as Prussianism, would
subject it to a constant danger of
being again overrun unless it had
security of defense through an organic
relationship with its kindred@ neighbors.
The recently reborn Czechoslovak na-
tion, a second 8lavic country ethno-
logically similar to Poland, is also emi-
nently constituted for a successful ca-
reer of nationality, possessed of a high
degree of popular education and well
equipped for local government. It
launches out tinder the Presidency of
Professor Masaryk with ample promise,
clouded only by the ancient danger of
a rejuvenated German dominancy.

Rumania, another integral factor, has
shown her ability for sutonomous con-
trol, which gives assurance of success
of government of and by the people
under a proper system.

The same i{s true of the Southern or
Jugoslav countries.

Here is a chaln of countries, here-
tofore generally subject, now free to
test their ability for local government,
which range from the Baltic province,
including the Hsthonians, Letts, and
Lithuanians; the Poles and Czecho-
slovaks; the Ruthenians, Rumanians,
and South Slavs, to which should be
added Greece, a chain of small nations
reaching from the Baltic to the Adriatic
and Mediterranean, skirting the entire
eastern coast of Germany and Austria.
These countriecs are occupied by at least
60,000,000 people, almost as large In
population as Germany before the war.
Each of these various provinces aspires
to national independence. Students of
history and government decl'are them
capable of successfui national exlst-
Crce,

The great problem of the future peace
of the world securedl against the dan-
rcers of a rejuvenated autocracy in the
domains of the Central Powers is how
to erect these various groups Into a
each
will, like our own States, retaln its local
self-government but in the Interest of
national defense become a part of a
confederaticn operative as our own na-
tion. If on the cast of these recent
autocracles there is not erected a bul-

governmental federatlon where

wark of nationalities strong enocugh to
hold their
forger oppressors, they will feed agaln

within fixced boundaries
in time upon the exploitation of the
once powerful but now totally impotent
Russia, including these border natlons.
A confederation made up of these Slavic
peoples, to include Rumania, Albania,

Dalmatia, and Greece, would make a
power that could insure agalnst the one
lurking fear of the democracies of ku-
rope and America.,

The distance from the Baltlc provinces
to those on the Adriatic from the north
t> the south is less by many miles than
from the east to west boundaries of
our own country. The population Is
gbout three-fifths that of ours, and does
not consist of as great a variety as that
of the State of Pennsylvania and much
less than that of the City of New York.
The possibilities of transportation by
1and or water are deslgned to unify its
peoples. Its outlet on the north on the
Daltle, soytheast on the Black Sea and
ihence through the Dardanelles into the
proat, midusea, then, on the southwest
on the Adriatic, with its river facllitles,
vould give it a commercial position

equal to eny country of eny continent.
1t would thus be connected by land and
water with all the population of Eu-
rope.

its mineral wealth, including the
famous ofl flelds of Rumania, and Its
wonderful agricultural possibilities, in-
cluding the famous grain fields of the
Ukraine, would give it a cor_nmandlng
place {n Kurope as one of the richest
nations in the world. Theso countries
confederated into one natlonal Govern-
ment like our ‘‘ Imperium in Imperio ”’
would by the cement of common interest
and national defense compel the peace
of l.urope by Inauring an eagtern bul-
w:iri: against tho dangerous Prussian,

whose exploitations eastward, now so
imminent and disquieting, would be
permaucntly forbidden.
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The question most naturally in all
minds is, can it be done?

The United States 18 the answer, Thls
propogsed confederation would be made
up of not over ten States If I may em-
ploy American terminology well under-
stood. 'The Amerlecan Confederation
has nearly half a hundred States. This
confederation is peopled by 60,000,000,
while our country has nearly twlce that
number,

This confederation comprehends =&
varlety of population made up of

Slavic peoples of various types, Ro-
mans in Rumania, Italians in Dalmatia,
and Qreeks in Greece. The American
system comprehends a wider variety of
populations.

The proposed federation represents a
great diversity of natural resources, and
of interests, but not so great in either
case as that of the United States.

There are two conditlons upon which
a confederation like the United States
is founded and maintained; first, great
extent of territory, and secondly, great
variety of interests or indusiry. A con-
federation presupposes a segregation of
parts widely differing and as widely
scattered. '~; )

To meaintain .ths autonomy of each
when so widely different i1s the very

sgsence of the confederation. There Is
no basls for the confederation of the
countles of the State of New York as
theére is the forty-eight States of the
Union. -

No parts of the proposed confede.ra.-
tion are wider in their interests than
the States of Massachusetts and Missis-

sippi, or than the Atlantic Seaboard
States, the Mississippl Valley States and

the Rocky Mountain States.

When our confederation was created

the various parts widely differed™on

many lines.

In nationalitles we had the English
in Now Hngland and the Southern At~
lantic States, the Dutch In New York,
the Swedes in Delaware, the French
further west, and the Spanish down

south.
In religion, the break off from the

English Church in New Hngland, the |
Tostablished Church in Virginia, the

Quakers in Pennsylvanla, the Catholics
in Maryland, the Methodists in Georgia,
the Huguenots in the Carolinas, and
Scotech Covenanters in New Jersey. In
government, we had the Charter 8ys-
tem in New England, the Royal System
in the South, and the FProprietary In
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland.

_ These varied interests and beliefs were
the essence of the confederation system,
as was evidenced in the debates that
culminated in the organic union with the
Constitution as the basis of govern-
ment and give assurance that the varied
pcople and interests of these eastern
border countries will operate favorably
Por the success of a federal system.
Wach State should select delegates to
meet at some central point to adopt an
organic system with a Constitution

whereby each State should maintain its

sovereignty in all matters pertaining to
its own internal interests while the Na-
tional Government must be sovereign
over all matters pertaining to the inter-
ests of all, such as treaty relations with
foreign countries, customs dutles, cur-
reney laws, &ec. It is not only the suc-
cess of {these Governments that is para-
mount, but their safety as well.

All students of Germany’s Progress
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know what her ambitions were, and also
her plans to insure these. In numerous
pronouncements even up to this year
German officers and statesmen referred
to mistakes of this war, and how the
nation must prepars to avoid them in
the next war. It is not reasonable
to believe that this spirit, so peryading
and so compelling, while broken, is de-
stroyed. The Germsan people are still
the German people, and the dominating
thought of the superiority of this peopls
will as surely reveal itsclf again &3 the
operations of gravity will continue., In
the peace discussions thia fact must not
be overlooked. )

With the end of the war the supreme
concern is how to insure agalnst an-
other war. So long as the ambitions of

the Hohenzollern family had unlimited

sway and the German population served
that ambition, the imminence of war
was apparent.

The complete unification of Kalser
and people in a campalign of world dom-

ination as displayed in a program of in-

dqustrial achlevement, assisted by &

worldwide propaganda, which had in-
sthuated itself Iinto all channels of Aai-
plomacy, backed by a powerful mili-
tary machine, explains in part the pos-
sibility of holding most of the world at
pay for over four years In the most
frighttul war of all history.

The German Army was defeated, the
propaganda exposed, the domlnance ar-
rested, and the people reduced to the
suppliant.

There are some questions claiming an
answer,

What f{s the status of the rullng ele-
ment of the former empire? Ia.there

any latent power of future danger?
What is the morale of the people and
what relation will it sustain toward the
ambitious designs of ita former ruling
clagses? What are the latent possibil-
itles of German mind and  energy in
thelr application to Industry? What
limitation is fixed upon agencles of
propaganda which prior to the war had
been operative in every country of the
world and had been coloring much of
the national life of many nations even
outside of Europe?

Germany yproper was saved the pll-
lage and ravages of war., Her terrl-
torial integrity was undisturbed. Her
lands were not overrun, her citles were
not burned, her homes were not pil-
laged, her industries were mnot de-
stroyed, her people were not com-
pelled to see rivers of blood; in & word,
Germany knew no war as did France,
Belgium, Serbia—especlally these three
nations.

Ha= the war crushed the ambition for
world dominancy of the boasted super-
man or simply retarded it? In either {n-
stance will it be re-born, and become
again the slogan of a people demanding
a *“place in the sun”?

The west will doubtless be free for
years from this danger. What about
the great and fertile fields for German
propagands on the east border coun-
tries?

The one decislve answer is a confed-
eration of these border States elther by
an actual organic law or such close
alliance as to produce the effect of
law. Here on the east border is the
real peace problem, when viewed from
the safety of the future.




